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WASHINGTON APTEE THE EEVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from page 50.) 

1787. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3. 

At Alexandria : " January 3. — Rid to Alexandria to a 
meeting of the board of Directors of the Potomack C° — 
Did the business which occasioned the Meeting dined at 
Lomax's & returned home in the evening." — Washington's 
Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 10. — I rec d by express the 
ace' of the sudden death (by a fit of the Gout in the head) 
of my beloved Brother Col Jn° Aug* Washington." 1 — 

Washington's Diary. 

Augustine Washington, of Pope's Creek, Westmoreland County, Vir- 
ginia, the father of General Washington, had ten children : Butler, Law- 
rence, Augustine, and Jane hy his first wife, Jane Butler ; Geobge, Betty, 
Samuel, John Augustine, Charles, and Mildred by his second wife, Mary 
Ball, to whom he was married on the 6th of March, 1731. Augustine 
Washington died April 12, 1743, aged forty-nine years, at an estate in 
King George, now Stafford, County, on the Rappahannock River, directly 
opposite to Fredericksburg, to which he had removed in 1739, seven years 
after the birth of his son Georoe. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 25. — On my return home 
[from a ride to the plantations] found M r Madison here — 
and after Dinner M r [David] Griffith came in — both of whom 
stayed all night." — Washington's Diary. 

1 John Augustine Washington died at his estate on the Nominy River, 
Westmoreland County, Virginia. 
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"January 26. — M r Madison & M r Griffith going away after breakfast, 
(the former to attend Congress) I rid as yesterday to all y e Plant"*." — 
Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBBUABY 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 6. — About Sundown Mess™ 
Bushrod & Oorben Washington [sons of John Augus- 
tine Washington] came in on their return from Berkeley 
County." — Washington's Diary. 

"February 7. — Continued at home. February 8. — At home all day. 
February 9. — M r Bushrod Washington 1 and his Brother Corbin went away 
after breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBBUABY 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 14. — Rid immediately, after 
breakfast to French's Plantation to see a sick man — and in- 
tended to have gone to others but was driven back by the 
Rain." — Washington's Diary. 

SATUBDAY, FEBBUABY 17. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 17. — Went into the Neck 
to Mark some lines for fences. . . . Received before I had 
done a message acquainting me that Col" [Jeremiah] Wads- 
worth and a M r Chaloner were here which brought me 
home." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBBUABY 20. 

At Alexandria : " February 20. — Went with M" Washing- 
ton to M r Fendalls to make a visit to Col and M ra [Henry] 
Lee. — dined and returned home in the Evening." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

THUBSDAY, FEBBUABY 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 22. — Rid to Muddy hole 
Dogue run & Frenchs Plantation. ... On my return home 
found M r Bryan Fairfax, his wife & daughter here." — 

Washington's Diary. 

1 The favorite nephew of General Washington, and devisee under his 
will of the Mount Vernon estate. 
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" February 23. — At home all day. In the Evening M r Griffith came in 
and stayed all Night. February 24. — After hreakfast Mr. Fairfax, his wife 
& daughter — and M r Griffith went away." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 3. — The Rev d M r Weems, 
and y* Doct r Craik who came here yesterday in the after- 
noon left this about Noon for Port Tob° [Port Tobacco, 
Maryland]." — Washington's Diary. 

The visitor at Mount Vernon, Mason Locke Weems, was the author of 
that curious compound of fact and fancy, religion and morality, which was 
published at George-Town in 1800, with the title, " A History of the Life 
and Death, Virtues and Exploits, of General George Washington ; dedicated 
to Mrs. Washington; and containing a great many curious and valuable 
Anecdotes, tending to throw much light on the private as well as public life 
and character of that very Extraordinary Man ; the whole happily calculated 
to furnish a feast of true Washingtonian Entertainment and Improvement, 
both to ourselves and our children." The original production, after going 
through several editions, was almost entirely rewritten, and issued in 1808 
as the sixth edition, with the title, " The Life of George Washington ; with 
curious Anecdotes, equally honorable to Himself, and exemplary to his young 
Countrymen." This is the book in which the hatchet story, the cabbage- 
seed story, etc., etc., first appeared, and which, notwithstanding its fabrica- 
tions and fanciful anecdotes, has been more widely known and read than 
all the other biographies and sketches of Washington. Since that date 
(1808) more than fifty editions have been issued, the last hearing date 1891. 
In several years two editions were printed, and in 1816 three appeared, 
the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 15. — "Went out with my 
Compass in order to Mark the ground at Muddy hole in- 
tended for experiments, into half acre lotts, and two other 
pieces adjoining — all in field N° 2 — into 10 acre lotts — Also 
to mark the lines which divide field N° 1 from N° 2 & 3 — 
and the fields 6 & 7 at Dogue Run." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " Most of the legislatures have ap- 
pointed, and the rest it is said will appoint, delegates to 
meet at Philadelphia on the second Monday in May next in 
a general convention of the States, to revise and correct the 
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defects of the federal system. Congress have also recog- 
nised and recommended the measure." — Washington to the 
Marquis de Lafayette. 

On February 21, Congress in session passed the following resolution : 
" That in the opinion of Congress it is expedient, that, on the second Mon- 
day in May next, a convention of delegates, who shall have been appointed 
by the several States, be held at Philadelphia, for the sole and express pur- 
pose of revising the Articles of Confederation, and reporting to Congress 
and the several legislatures such alterations and provisions therein, as shall, 
when agreed to in Congress and confirmed by the States, render the federal 
constitution adequate to the exigencies of government and the preservation 
of the Union." 

Early in December, 1786, the General Assembly of Virginia appointed 
Washington one of the delegates from that State to attend a proposed gen- 
eral convention of all the States, to be held at Philadelphia, which was 
subsequently recommended by Congress in the foregoing resolution. 
"Washington at first declined the appointment, but at the urgent solicitation 
of the Governor of the State (Edmund Eandolph) and others, finally con- 
sented to serve. 

MONDAY, APRIL 16. 

At Alexandria : "April 16. — Went up to Alexandria to 
the Election of Delegates to Represent the Country in 
General Assembly — when Col [George] Mason and Doct r 
[David] Stuart were chosen. — Returned in the Evening, 
accompanied by Col Mason — his two Sons "William and 
George & his Son-in-Law Col Cooke." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 26. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 26. — Receiving an Express 
between 4 & 5 oclock this afternoon informing me of the 
extreme illness of my Mother and Sister Lewis I resolved 
to set out for Fredericksburgh by daylight in the Morning — 
and spent the evening in writing some letters on business 
respecting the Meeting of the Cincinnati to the Secretary 
General of the Society Gen 1 Knox." — Washington's Diary. 

" April 26.— Though so much afflicted with a rheumatic complaint (of 
which I have not been entirely free for six months) as to be under the 
necessity of carrying my arm in a sling for the last ten days, I had fixed on 
Monday next for my departure [for Philadelphia], and had made every 
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necessary arrangement for the purpose, when (within this hour) I am called 
by an express, who assures me not a moment is to be lost to see a mother and 
only sister (who are supposed to be in the agonies of death) expire ; and I 
am hastening to obey this melancholy call, after having just buried a 
brother [John Augustine "Washington] who was the intimate companion 
of my youth, and the friend of my ripened age." — Washington to General 
Knox. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27. 

At Fredericksburg: "April 27. — About sun rise I com- 
menced my journey as intended — Bated at Dumfries, and 
reacbed Fredericksburgb before two o'clock and found botb 
my Mother & Sister better than I expected — the latter out 
of danger as is supposed, but the extreme low state in w ch 
the former was, left little hope of her recovery as she was 
exceedingly reduced and much debilitated by age and the 
disorder — Dined and lodged at my Sisters." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" April 28. — Dined at M™ Lewis's and Drank Tea at Judge Mercers ; — 
Gen 1 [George] Weedon, Col Ch" Carter, Judge [James] Mercer, and M r 
Jn° Lewis and his wife dined with me at my sisters. April 29. — Dined at 
Col" Charles Carters — and drank Tea at M r John Lewis's. April 30. — Set 
out about Sunrise on my return home. — halted at Dumfries for about an hour 
where I breakfasted — reached home about 6 oclock in a sm 1 shower, which 
did not continue (and that not hard) for more than 15 Minutes." — 
Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, MAY 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 3. — Rid to the Fishing landing 
— and thence to the Ferry, Frenchs, Dogue Run, and Muddy 
hole Plantations with my Nephew G. W. [George Augustine 
"Washington *] to explain to him the Nature, and the ord r 
of the business at each as I would have it carried on during 
my absence at the Convention in Philadelphia." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

MONDAY, MAY 7. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 7. — At home preparing for my 
journey to Philadelphia." — Washington's Diary. 

1 Son of Charles Washington. 
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" May 8. — The weather being squally with Showers I defer* setting off 
till the Morning — M r Cha" Lee came in to dinner but left it afterwards." — 
Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " May 9. — Crossed from M' Ver- 
non to M r Digges a little after Sun rise & pursuing the Rout 
by the way of Baltimore — dined at M r Rich* Hendersons 
in Bladensb 8 and lodged at Maj r Snowdens where feeling 
very severely a violent h a aeh & sick stomach I went to bed 
early." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 10. — Very great appearances of Eain in the morning, & a little 
falling, induced me, tho' well recovered to wait till ab l 8 oclock before I set 
off— At one Oclock I arrived at Baltimore — Dined at the Fountain [Inn], 
& Supped & lodged at Doct r [James] M°Henrys — Slow Rain in the Even- 
ing. May 11. — Set off before breakfast — rid 12 Miles to Skerretts for it — 
baited there and proceeded without halting (weather threatning) to the 
Perry at Havre de gras where I dined but could not cross the wind being 
turbulent & squally — lodged here. May 12. — "With difficulty (on ace* of 
the Wind) crossed the Susquehanna — Breakfasted at the Perry house on the 
East side — Dined at the head of Elk (Hollingsworths Tavern) — and lodged 
at Wilmington at O'Plins [Tavern] — at the head of Elk I was overtaken by 
M r Prancis Corbin who took a seat in my Carriage." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MAY 13. 

At Philadelphia : " May 13.— About 8 Oclock M r Corbin 
and myself set out, and dined at Chester (M™ Withys) where 
I was met by tbe Gen ls Mifflin (now Speaker of the Penn- 
sylvania Assembly) Knox and Varnum — The Colonels 
Humphreys and Minges [Francis Mentges] — and Majors 
[William] Jackson and [Francis] Nicholas — With whom I 
proceeded to Philad" — at Grays Ferry the City light horse 
commanded by Col [Samuel] Miles met me and escorted 
me in by the Artillery Officers who stood arranged & saluted 
as I passed — alighted through a crowd at M™ Houses 1 — but 
being again warmly and kindly pressed by M r & M™ Rob* 
Morris to lodge with them I did so and had my baggage 



1 Mrs. Mary House kept a boarding-house at the corner of Pifth and 
Market Streets. 
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removed thither 1 — "Waited on the President [of the State] 
Doct r Franklin as soon as I got to Town — On my arrival, 
the Bells were chimed." — Washington's Diary. 

" Philadelphia, May 14.— Yesterday His Excellency General Washing- 
ton, a member of the grand convention, arrived here, — He was met at 
some distance and escorted into the city by the troop of horse, and saluted 
at his entrance by the artillery. The joy of the people on the coming of 
this great and good man was shewn by their acclamations and the ringing 
of bells." — Pennsylvania Packet. 

MONDAY, MAY 14. 

At Philadelphia : " May 14.— This being the day ap- 
pointed for the Convention to meet, such Members as were 
in town assembled at the State H° 2 but only two States being 
represented — viz — Virginia & Pennsylvania — agreed to at- 
tend at the same place at 11 Oclock to morrow. Dined in 
a family way at M r Morris's." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 15.— Repaired, at the hour appointed to the State H°, but no more 
States being represented than were yesterday (tho' several more members 
had come in) we agreed to meet again to morrow. — Gov r [Edmund] Ran- 
dolph from Virginia came in to day. Dined with the Members, to the Gen 1 
Meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati. May 16. — No more than two 
States being yet represented, agreed till a quoram of them should be formed 
to alter the hour of Meeting at the State house to one Oclock. Dined at the 
President Docf Eranklins — and drank Tea, and spent the evening at M r 
Jn° Penns. May 17. — M r [John] Rutledge from Charleston and M r Ch. 
Pinkney from Congress having arrived gave a Representation to S° Caro- 
lina — and Col [George] Mason getting in this Evening placed all the Del- 
egates from Virginia on the floor of Convention. Dined at M r Powells 3 
and dr k Tea there. May 18. — The Representation from New York appeared 
on the floor to day. Dined at Greys ferry, and drank Tea at M r Morris's— 
after which accompanied M™ and some other Ladies to hear a M" O'Con- 
nell read (a charity affair) the lady being reduced in circumstances had had 
recourse to this expedient to obtain a little money— her perform 6 was toler- 



i Robert Morris resided on the south side of Market Street, below Sixth. 

2 The sessions of the Convention were held in the eastern room on the first 
floor, "Independence Chamber." 

3 Samuel Powel, mayor of Philadelphia in 1775 and 1789, lived at No. 
112 Third Street, between "Walnut and Spruce. The house, which is still 
standing, is now known as No. 244 South Third Street. Mr. Powel married 
Elizabeth "Willing, sister of Thomas Willing, the well-known merchant. 
Washington was a frequent visitor at this house during his stay in the city. 



Washington after the Revolution, 1787. 177 

able— at the College Hall [Fourth, below Arch Street]. May 19.— No more 
States represented — Dined at M r [ Jared] Ingersolls — spent the evening at 
my lodgings & Retired to my Boom soon." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MAT 20. 

At Philadelphia : " May 20.— Dined with M r & M re Mor- 
ris and other Company at their farm (called the Hills l ) — 
Returned in the afternoon & drank Tea at M r Powells." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" May 21. — Delaware State was represented. Dined and drank Tea at 
M r Binghams 2 in great splendor. May 22. — The Representation from N* 
Carolina was compleated which made a representation for five States. 
Dined and drank Tea at M r Morris's." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23. 

At Philadelphia : " May 23. — No more States being rep- 
resented I rid to Gen 1 Mifflins 3 to breakfast — after which in 
Company with him M r Madison, M r Rutledge, and others I 
crossed the Schuylkill above the Palls — visited M r [Richard] 
Peters 4 M' [John] Penns Seat, — and M r W m Hamiltons. 

" Dined at M r [Benjamin] Chews [No. 110 South Third 

1 "The Hills," which originally comprised eighty acres, lay upon the 
east bank of the Schuylkill Biver, north of Fairmount Hill, and extended 
to the Bidge Boad. That portion of the land upon which the mansion- 
house stood, known in later years as Lemon Hill, is included in Fairmount 
Park. 

2 William Bingham, member of Congress from Pennsylvania, 1787-88, 
and United States Senator, 1795-1801, married Anna, daughter of Thomas 
Willing, October 26, 1780. Mrs. Willing was distinguished for her beauty, 
elegance of manner, and profuse hospitality. The Bingham Mansion, on 
Third Street, above Spruce, was one of the finest private residences of the 
day. 

3 Thomas Mifflin's country house was on the Bidge Boad, at the Falls of 
Schuylkill, on the east side of the river, in what is now the Twenty-eighth 
Ward of the city of Philadelphia. The house was taken down quite re- 
cently. 

* The Peters estate, on the high land west of the Schuylkill Biver, about 
one mile and a half below the Falls, and known as " Belmont," is now in 
Fairmount Park. The house, erected in 1745, is still standing and occupied 
as a Park restaurant. Bichard Peters, Judge of the United States District 
Court for Pennsylvania from 1792 until his death in 1818, was a warm per- 
sonal friend of General Washington. 
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Street] — with the "Wedding guests (Col [John Eager] How- 
ard of Baltimore having married his daughter Peggy) — 
Drank Tea there in a very large Circle of Ladies." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

" May 24. — No more States represented. Dined, and drank Tea at M r 
John Ross's. 1 One of my Postilion boys (Paris) being sick, requested Docf 
[John] Jones to attend him." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, MAY 25. 

At Philadelphia : " May 25. — Another Delegate coming 
in from the State of New Jersey gave it a Representation 
and encreased the number to Seven which forming a 
quoram of the 13 the Members present resolved to organ- 
ize the body ; when by a unanimous vote I was called up to 
the Chair as President of the body. — Maj r William Jackson 
was appointed Secretary — and a Com 68 was chosen consist- 
ing of 3 Members 2 to prepare Pules & Regulations for con- 
ducting the business — and after appointing door keepers 
the Convention adjourned till Monday, to give time to the 
Com ee to report the Matter referred to them. 

" Returned many visits to day — Dined at M r Tho s Will- 
ings 3 — and sp* the evening at my lodgings." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" May 26. — Returned all my visits this forenoon dined with a club at the 
City Tavern [Second Street, above Walnut] and spent the evening at my 
quarters writing letters. May 27. — Went to the Romish Church [St. Mary's, 
Fourth Street, above Spruce] — to high Mass — Dined, drank Tea, and spent 
the evening at my lodging." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, MAY 28. 

At Philadelphia: "May 28. — Met in Convention at 10 
Oclock. Two States more — viz — Massachusetts and con- 

1 A prominent shipping merchant and importing agent of Philadelphia. 
A Scotchman by birth. 

2 George Wythe, Alexander Hamilton, and Charles Pinckney. 

3 Thomas Willing, the head of the mercantile house of Willing & 
Morris (Robert Morris the financier), resided at the southwest corner of 
Third Street and Willing's Alley, below Walnut Street. He was the first 
president of the Bank of North America, the first bank chartered in this 
country, 1781. 
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necticut were on the floor to day. Established Rules — 
agreeably to the plan bro' in by the Com ,e for the governm' 
of the Convention & adjourned. — No com" 8 [communica- 
tions] without doors. 1 

" Dined at home, and drank Tea in a large circle at M r 
[Tench] Francis's." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 29. — Attended Convention — and dined at home — after w oh accom- 
panied M ra Morris to the benefit Concert [at the City Tavern] of a M r 
Jutan [Juhan]. May 30. — Dined with M r [John] Yaughan— drank Tea, 
and spent the evening at a Wednesday evening party at M r & M rs Lawrences. 2 
May 31. — The State of Georgia came on the Floor of the Convention to day 
which made a Representation of ten States. Dined at M r Francis's and 
drank Tea with M rs Meridith." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 1. 

At Philadelphia : " June 1. — Attending in Convention — 
and nothing being suffered to transpire no minutes of the 
proceedings has been, or will be inserted in this diary. 

" Dined with M r John Penn, and spent the evening at a 
superb entertainment at Bush Hill given by M r [William] 
Hamilton — at which were more than an hundred guests." — 
Washington's Diary. 

The estate called " Bush Hill," purchased in 1729 by Andrew Hamilton, 
the eminent lawyer, was part of the Springettsbury Manor. It lay north 
of Vine Street, in what is now the Fifteenth Ward of the city of Philadel- 
phia, and the mansion, erected about 1740, stood on the north side of the 
present Buttonwood Street, between Seventeenth and Eighteenth Streets. 
It was occupied by John Adams during a portion of his term as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and was destroyed by fire about the year 1808. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2. 

At Philadelphia : " June 2.— M r [Daniel of St. Thomas] 
Jenifer coming in with sufficient powers for the purpose, 
gave a representation to Maryland ; which brought all the 
States in the Union into Convention except Rhode Island 
which had refused to send delegates thereto. 

1 One of the rules adopted by the Convention, to be observed in their pro- 
ceedings as standing orders, reads thus : " That nothing spoken in the 
House be printed, or otherwise published, or communicated without leave." 

2 John Lawrence, mayor of Philadelphia, 1765-66, and justice of the 
Supreme Court, 1767-76. 
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" Dined at the City Tavern with the Club & spent the 
evening at my own quarters. June 3. — Dined at M r [George] 
Clymers and drank Tea there also." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JUNE 4. 

At Philadelphia : " June 4. — Attended Convention. — Rep- 
resentation as on Saturday. Reviewed (at the importunity 
of Gen 1 Mifflin and the officers) the Light Infantry — Cavalry 
— and part of the Artillery of the City. 

"Dined with Gen 1 Mifflin & dr k Tea with Miss Cad- 
wallader." — Washington's Diary. 

" June i. — In the evening my wife and I went to Market Street to see 
that great and good man General "Washington. "We had a full view of him 
and Major Jackson, who walked with him, but the number of people who 
followed him on all sides was astonishing. He had been out on the field to 
review Captain Samuel Miles with his Troop of Horse, the light infantry 
and artillery." — Diary of Jacob Hittzheimer. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5. 

At Philadelphia : " June 5. — Dined at M r Morris's with a 
large Company & spent the Evening there — Attended in 
Convention the usual hours." — Washington's Diary. 

"June 6. — In Convention as usual — Dined at the Presidents (Doct r Frank- 
lins) & drank Tea there — after which returned to my lodgings and wrote 
letters for France. June 7. — Attended Convention as usual — Dined with 
a Club of Convention Members at the Indian Queen [Tavern, Fourth, 
above Chestnut Street] — Drank Tea & spent the evening at my lodgings. 
June 8. — Attended the Convention. — Dined, drank Tea, and spent the even- 
ing at my lodgs". June 9. — At Convention — Dined with the Club at the City 
Tavern — Drank Tea & set till 10 oclock at M r Powells." — Washington's 
Diary. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 10. 

At Philadelphia : " June 10. — Breakfasted at M r Powells, 
and in Company with him rid to see the Botanical Garden 
of M r [William] Bartram; which, tho' stored with many 
curious plants, Shrubs & trees, many of which are exotics 
was not laid off with much taste, nor was it large. 

" From hence we rid to the Farm of one Jones, to see 
the effect of the plaister of Paris which appeared obviously 
great. . . . From hence we visited M r Powells own farm 
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after which I went (by appointment) to the Hills & dined 
with M r & M rs Morris — Returned to the City ab' dark." — 
Washington's Diary. 

The Bartram gardens, the first botanical gardens in the United States, 
were founded in 1728 by John Bartram, a distinguished botanist of Phil- 
adelphia. They were situated on the west bank of the Schuylkill River, 
a short distance below the lower ferry, afterward called Gray's Perry. 
The house, built by him in 1731, is still standing. John Bartram, cited by 
Linnaaus as the greatest natural botanist in the world, died September 2, 
1777; he was succeeded by his son William, who had like tastes. Both 
father and son travelled extensively through the United States, collecting 
specimens. The gardens, comprising about seven acres in what is now the 
Twenty-seventh Ward of the city of Philadelphia, were purchased with 
some additional land in 1891, by the city, for a public park. 

MONDAY, JUNE 11. 

At Philadelphia : " Jane 11. — Attended in Convention — 
Dined, drank Tea, and spent the evening in my own Room." 

— Washington's Diary. 

" June 12. — Dined and drank Tea at M' Morris's — went afterwards to a 
concert [of Mr. Reinagle] at the City Tavern. June 13. — In Convention — 
dined at M r Clymers & drank Tea there. Spent the evening at M r Bing- 
hams. June 14. — Dined at Major [Thomas Lloyd] Moores (after being in 
Convention) and spent the evening at my own lodgings. June 15. — In 
Convention as usual — dined at M r Powells & drank Tea there. June 16. — 
In Convention — Dined with the Club at the City Tavern — and drank Tea 
at Docf Shippins with M™ Livingstons party." 1 — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 17. 

At Philadelphia : " June 17.— Went to [Christ] Church- 
heard Bishop White preach, and see him ordain two Gentle- 
men Deacons — after w oh rid 8 Miles into the Country and 
dined with M r Jn°Ross in Chester County — Returned in the 
Afternoon." — Washington's Diary. 

"June 18. — Attended the Convention — Dined at the Quarterly Meeting 
of the Sons of S' Patrick at the City Tav n — Drank Tea at D r Shippins with 
M ra Livingston. June 19. — Dined (after leaving Convention) in a family 
way at M r Morris's and spent the Evening there in a very large Company. 

1 Dr. William Shippen, the younger, and his daughter Anne Hume, who 
married Henry Beekman Livingston, son of Robert R. Livingston, March 
11, 1781. 
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June 20. — Attended Convention — Dined at M r [Samuel] Merediths 1 & 
drank Tea there. June 21. — Attended Convention — Dined at M r Pragers, 
and spent the evening in my Chamber. June 22. — Dined at M r Morris's & 
drank Tea with M r Prans. Hopkinson. June 23. — In Convention — Dined 
at Docf [Thomas] Ruston & drank Tea at M r Morris's. June 24. — Dined 
at M r Morris's & spent the evening at M r Meridiths — at Tea. June 25. — 
Attended Convention — Dined at M r Morris's — drank Tea there & spent the 
evening in my chamber. June 26. — Attended Convention — partook of a 
family dinner with Gov" Randolph, — and made one of a party to drink Tea 
at Grays Perry. 2 June 27. — In Convention — Dined at M r Morris's— drank 
Tea there also — and spent the evening in my own chamber. June 28. — 
Attended Convention — Dined at M r Morris's in a large Company (the news 
of his Bills being protested arriving last Night a little Mal-apropos) — Drank 
Tea there & spent the evening in my chamber. June 29. — In Convention — 
Dined at M r Morris's and spent the evening there." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Philadelphia: "June 30. — Attended Convention — 
Dined with a Club at Springsbury [? Springettsbury] — 
consisting of several associated families of the City — the 
G-entlemen of which met every Saturday accompanied by 
the females of the families every other Saturday — this was 
the ladies day." — Washington's Diary. 

Of this dining club, known as the " Cold Spring Club," we have been 
unable to obtain any information other than the fact that Tench Francis, 
the first cashier of the Bank of North America, acted as treasurer for it in 
the summers of 1786 and 1787. It is presumed that the place of meeting 
must have been at some point in the Springettsbury Manor, a large tract of 
land adjoining the city of Philadelphia on the northwest, and in which 
there were a number of large springs. Besides the Saturday above men- 
tioned, Washington dined with the club, as appears by his Diary, on July 7, 
14, 21, 28, on August 11 and 25, and on September 8. 

1 Member of Congress 1787-88, and Treasurer of the United States from 
1789 to 1801. 

2 The garden at Gray's Perry, on the west side of the Schuylkill River, 
three miles southwest of the city, was one of the most popular resorts of the 
day. The grounds were laid out with pleasant walks and ornamental 
shrubbery, and every means, such as concerts, fireworks, and the like, were 
used to make the place attractive. Out-of-door parties attended by the best 
people of the city were frequently held at the garden, and on several public 
occasions fetes were given by the proprietors, George and Robert Gray. 
Manasseh Cutler, who visited the garden at Gray's Perry, July 14, 1787, 
gives in his journal an elaborate description of the beauty and arrangement 
of the grounds. 
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SUNDAY, JULY 1. 

At Philadelphia : " Every body wishes, every body expects 
something from the convention ; but what will be the final 
result of its deliberation, the book of fate must disclose. 
Persuaded I am, that the primary cause of all our disorders 
lies in the different State governments, and in the tenacity 
of that power, which pervades the whole of their systems." 
— Washington to David Stuart. 

" July 1. — Dined and spent the evening at home. July 2. — Attended 
Convention — Dined with some cf the Members of Convention at the Indian 
Queen. Drank Tea at M r Binghams, and walked afterwards in the State 
house yard. Set this Morning for M r [Robert Edge] Pine who wanted to 
correct his port' of me." ' — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JULY 3. 

At Philadelphia : " July 3. — Sat before the meeting of the 
Convention for M r [Charles "Willson] Peale who wanted my 
picture to make a print or Metzotinto by. 2 Dined at M r 
Morris's and drank Tea at M ra Powells — after which in 
Company with him, I attended the agricultural Society at 
Carpenters Hall." 3 — Washington's Diary. 

" July 3. — Returning from a visit to my meadow before breakfast, with 
my daughter Hannah, we met His Excellency General "Washington taking 
a ride on horseback, only his coachman Giles with him." — Diary of Jacob 
Hiltzheimer. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4. 

At Philadelphia: July 4. — Visited Doct r Shovats Ana- 
tomical figures — and (the Convention having adjourned for 

1 The portrait painted by Mr. Pine at Mount Vernon in May, 1785. 

2 Mr. Peale made several copies of the bust portrait resulting from this 
and the subsequent sittings noted in the Diary, under dates of July 6 and 9. 
The mezzotinto executed from it is well known to collectors, although im- 
pressions of it have become extremely rare. A description of this inter- 
esting print will be found on page 18 of Baker's " Engraved Portraits of 
Washington." 

s This building, in which the sessions of the Congress of 1774 (the First 
Continental Congress) were held, and to which Washington was a delegate, 
was erected by " The Carpenters Company of the City and County of 
Philadelphia" in 1770. It is still standing in perfect preservation, back 
from the south side of Chestnut Street, below Fourth 
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the purpose) went to hear an Oration on the Anniversary of 
Independence delivered by a M* Mitchell a student of Law. 
— After which I dined with the State Society of the Cin- 
cinnati at Bpplees Tavern [No. 117 Race Street], and drank 
Tea at M r Powells." — Washington's Diary. 

The Pennsylvania Journal of July 4, in the following notice of this cele- 
bration of the anniversary of independence, gives a different name for the 
orator of the day from that in the Diary : " THIS MORNING, at the hour 
of eleven being the Anniversary of Independence, an Oration will be pro- 
nounced by James Campbell, esquire, in honor of the day, at the Reformed 
Calvinist Church, in Race-street [below Fourth, south side] — the business 
of the day to be introduced by Prayer, by the Rev. William Rogers, and the 
doors to be opened at 10 o'clock." 

THURSDAY, JULY 5. 

At Philadelphia : " July 5. — Attended Convention — Dined 
at M r Morris's and drank Tea there — spent the evening 
also." — Washington's Diary. 

u July 6. — Sat for M r Peale in the Morning — attended Convention — 
Dined at the City Tavern with some members of Convention — and spent 
the evening at my lodgings. July 7. — Attended Convention — Dined with 
the Club at Springsburg — and drank Tea at M r Meridiths." — Washington's 
Diary. 

SUNDAY, JULY 8. 

At Philadelphia : " July 8.— About 12 Oclock rid to Doct r 
Logans 1 near German town where I dined — Returned in the 
evening and drank Tea at M r Morris's." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" July 9. — Sat in the Morning for M r Peale — Attended Convention — 
Dined at M r Morris's — & accompanied M™ Morris to Doct r [John] Red- 
mans 8 Miles in the Country where we drank Tea and returned. July 10. — 
Attended Convention — Dined at M r Morris's — Drank Tea at M r Binghams 
& went to the Play [at the Southwark Theatre]. July 11. — Attended Con- 
vention — Dined at M r Morris's and spent the evening there. July 12. — In 
Convention — Dined at M r Morris's & drank Tea with M M Livingston. 

1 Dr. George Logan resided at "Stenton," on the Germantown road, a 
short distance below Germantown. The house built in 1728 by his grand- 
father James Logan is still standing. Washington passed the night of 
August 23, 1777, at " Stenton," when on his way to meet the British army 
under General Howe, at the Chesapeake. 
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July 13. — In Convention — Dined, drank Tea & spent the Evening at M r 
Morris's. July 14. — In Convention — Dined at Springsbury with the Club — 
and went to the play in the Afternoon. July 15. — Dined at M r Morris's & 
remained at home all day. July 16. — In Convention — Dined at M r Morris's 
and drank Tea with M rs Powell." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JULY 17. 

At Philadelphia : " July 17. — In Convention — Dined at 
M ra House's, and made an excursion with a party for Tea to 
Grays Ferry." — Washington's Diary. 

"■July 17. — In the afternoon went with my wife, Matthew Clarkson, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Barge to Mr. Grays ferry, where we saw the great improve- 
ments made in the garden, summer houses, and walks in the woods. Gen- 
eral Washington and a number of other gentlemen of the present Conven- 
tion, came down to spend the afternoon." — Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18. 

At Philadelphia: "July 18. — In Convention — Dined at 
M r [Robert] Milligans — and drank Tea at M r Meridiths." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" July 19. — Dined (after coming out of Convention) at M r John Penn the 
Youngers — Drank Tea & spent the evening at my lodgings. July 20. — In 
Convention — Dined at home and drank Tea at M r Clymers. July 21. — In 
Convention— Dined at Springsbury with the Club of Gentl m & Ladies — 
Went to the Play afterwards." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, JULY 22. 

At Philadelphia : " July 22.— Left Town by 5 oclock AM. 
— breakfasted at Gen 1 Mifflins — Rode up with him & others 
to the Spring Mills 1 and returned to Gen 1 Mifflins to Din- 
ner after which proceeded to the City." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" July 23. — In Convention as usual — Dined at M r Morris's and drank Tea 
at Lansdown 2 (the Seat of M' [John] Penn) [the elder]. July 24. — In Con- 

1 On the Schuylkill, a short distance below Conshohocken, the Matson's 
Ford of the Revolution. The old mill, said to be the oldest grist-mill in 
Pennsylvania, is still in operation. 

2 " Lansdowne," originally one of the finest properties on the west bank 
of the Schuylkill, and immediately south of " Belmont," the seat of Judge 
Peters, is now included in Fairmount Park. The mansion-house erected by 
John Penn, the elder, was destroyed by fire, July 4, 1854. 

Vol. xix. — 13 
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vention — Dined at M r Morris's, and drank Tea, by appointment & parf 
Invitation at Docf [Benjamin] Rush's. July 25. — In Convention — Dined 
at M r Morris's, drank Tea & spent the evening there. July 26. — In Conven- 
tion. — Dined at M r Morris's, drank Tea there, and stayed within all the 
Afternoon." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, JULY 27. 

At Philadelphia : " July 27. — In Convention, which ad- 
journed this day, to meet again on Monday the 6 th of August 1 
that a Corn 6 " which had been appointed (consisting of 5 
members 2 ) might have time to arrange, and draw into 
method & form the several matters which had been agreed 
to by the Convention as a Constitution for the United States. 

" Dined at M r Morris's, and drank Tea at M r Powells." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" July 28. — Dined with the Club at Springsbury — Drank Tea there — and 
spent the Evening at my lodgings. July 29. — Dined and spent the whole 
day at M r Morris's principally in writing letters." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JULY 30. 

Near Valley Forge : " July 30. — In company with M r 
Gov r [Gouverneur] Morris, and in his Phaeton with my 
horses; went up to one Jane Moores in the vicinity of 
Valley Forge to get Trout." — Washington's Diary. 

The Jane Moore referred to was the owner and occupant of two hundred 
and seventy-five acres of land in Upper Merion Township, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. The property was situated about one mile west of 
the Schuylkill River, on Trout Creek, a stream which has its source in Ches- 
ter County near the present village of Berwyn, and empties into the Schuyl- 
kill three miles below Valley Forge. It has been stated that "Moore 
Hall," the seat of William Moore, Esq., three miles above Valley Forge, was 
the objective point of the excursion recorded in the diary. This is undoubt- 
edly an error. William Moore died May 30, 1782, and his widow William- 
ina, December 6, 1784, after which the family removed to Philadelphia. 
" Moore Hall" was advertised for private sale July 5, 1787, and offered at 
public vendue October 17, 1787. It was probably not occupied in July of 

1 According to the Journal of the Convention in the archives of the De- 
partment of State, Washington D.C., the adjournment to August 6 was 
made on July 26, and not on the 27th, as stated by Washington. 

2 John Rutledge, Edmund Randolph, Nathaniel Gorham, Oliver Ells- 
worth, and James Wilson. 
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that year. The mistake doubtless had its origin in an item printed in 
the Pennsylvania Packet (and other Philadelphia papers), Wednesday, 
August 1, 1787 : " Monday his Excellency General "Washington set out for 
Moore Hall in order to visit his old quarters at the Valley Forge in this 
State." A statement at variance with the Diary entry. 

TUESDAY, JULY 81. 

At Valley Forge : " July 31. — Whilst M r Morris was fish- 
ing I rid over the old Cantonment of the American [army] 
of the "Winter 1777 & 8 — visited all the Works w° h were in 
Ruins; and the Incampments in woods where the ground 
had not been cultivated. . . . On my Return to M™ Moores 
I found M r Rob* Morris & his Lady there." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" August 1. — About 11 o'clock, after it had ceased raining, we all set out 
for the City— and dined at M r Morris's. August 2. — Dined, Drank Tea & 
spent the Evening at M r Morris's." — Washington's Diary. 

EBIDAY, AUGUST 3. ' 

At Trenton, New Jersey : "August 3. — In company with 
M r Rob' Morris and his Lady — and M r Gouv r Morris I went 
up to Trenton on another Fishing party — lodged at Col" 
Sam Ogdens at the Trenton Works — In the Evening fished, 
not very successfully." — Washington's Diary. 

" August 4. — In the morning, and between breakfast & dinner, fished 
again with more success (for perch) than yesterday — Dined at Gen 1 [Phile- 
mon] Dickenson's on the East side of the Biver a little above Trenton & 
returned in the evening to Col Ogden's. August 5. — Dined at Col Ogdens, 
early ; after which in the company with which I came, I returned to Phila- 
delphia at which we arrived ab l 9 OelV — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 6. 

At Philadelphia : " August 6. — Met according to adjourn- 
ment in Convention, & received the Rep' of the Committee 

1 " Philadelphia, Augusts. — His Excellency General Washington attentive 
to every thing interesting to his country, yesterday [August 3] visited and 
examined the steel furnace belonging to Nancarrow and Matlack, lately re- 
built, in this city. It is much the largest and best constructed furnace in 
America, being charged with fourteen tons of iron at that time, converting 
into steel ; and His Excellency was pleased to express his approbation of it." 
— Pennsylvania Packet. 
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— Dined at M r Morris's and drank Tea at M r Meridiths." 
— Washington's Diary. 

" August 7. — In convention — Dined at M' Morris's and spent the evening 
there also. August 8. — In Convention — Dined at the City Tavern and re- 
mained there till near ten oclock. August 9. — In Convention — Dined at M r 
[John] Swanwicks and spent the Aftern" in my own Room — reading letters 
and ace" from home. August 10. — Dined (after coming out of Convention) 
at M r Binghams and drank Tea there — spent the evening at my lodgings. 
August 11. — In Convention — Dined at the Cluh at Springsbury and after 
Tea returned home. August 12. — Dined at Bush-hill with M r William 
Hamilton — Spent the evening at home writing letters. August 13. — In Con- 
vention — Dined at M r Morris's, and drank Tea with M" Bichard Bache, at 
the President's. August 14. — In Convention — Dined, drank Tea, and spent 
the evening at home. August 15. — The same as yesterday. August 16. — 
In Convention — Dined at M r [Oliver] Pollocks & spent the evening in my 
chamber. August 17. — In Convention — Dined and drank Tea at M r 
Powells. August 18. — In Convention — Dined at Chief Justice [Thomas] 
McKeans — spent the afternoon & evening at my lodgings." — Washington's 
Diary. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19. 

AtWhitemarsh, Pennsylvania : " August 19. — In company 
with M r Powell rode up to the "White Marsh — traversed my 
old Incampment, 1 and contemplated on the dangers which 
threatened the American Army at that place — Dined at 
Germantown — visited M r Blair M°Clenegan 2 — drank Tea 
at M r Peter's [Belmont] and returned to Philadelphia in the 
evening." — Washington's Diary. 

"August 20. — In Convention — Dined, drank Tea and spent the evening 
at M r Morris. August 21. — Did the like this day also. August 22. — In 
Convention — Dined at M r Morris's farm at the Hills — visited at M r Powells 
in the Afternoon. August 23. — In Convention — Dined, drank Tea & spent 
the evening at M r Morris's. August 24. — Did the same this day. August 25. 
— In Convention — Dined with the Club at Springsbury & spent the after- 
noon at my lodgings. August 26. — Kode into the Country for exercise 8 or 

1 The Continental army was encamped at Whitemarsh, twelve miles north 
of Philadelphia, from November 2 to December 11, 1777. 

2 Blair McClenachan, a prominent merchant of Philadelphia, was at this 
time a resident of the historic Chew House (Cliveden) at Germantown, still 
standing, which he had purchased from Benjamin Chew in September, 1779. 
He retained the ownership until April, 1797, when he reconveyed the prop- 
erty to Judge Chew. 
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10 miles — Dined at the Hills and spent the evening in my chamber writing 
letters. August 27. — In Convention — Dined at M r Morris's and drank Tea 
at M r Powells. August 28. — In Convention — Dined, drank Tea, and spent 
the evening at M r Morris's. August 29. — Did the same as yesterday. 
August 30. — Again the same. August 31. — In Convention — Dined at M r 
Morris's and with a Party went to Lansdale [Lansdowne] & drank Tea with 
M* & M rs Penn. September 1. — Dined at M r Morris after coming out of 
Convention and drank Tea there. September 2. — Rode to M r Bartrams and 
other places in the Country, — dined & drank Tea at Grays ferry and returned 
to the City in the evening." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 

At Philadelphia : " September 3. — In Convention — visited 
a Machine at Doct r Franklins (called a Mangle) for pressing, 
in place of Ironing, clothes from the wash — "Which Machine 
from the facility with which it dispatches business is well 
calculated for Table cloths & such articles as have not pleats 
& irregular foldings and would be very useful in all large 
families — Dined, drank Tea & spent the evening at M r 
Morris's." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 4. — In Convention — Dined &c at M r Morris's. September 5. 
— In Convention — Dined at M r " Houses & drank Tea at M r Binghams. 
September 6. — In Convention — Dined at Docf [James] Hutchinsons and 
spent tho afternoon and evening at M r Morris's. September 7. — In Conven- 
tion — Dined, and spent the afternoon at home (except while riding a few 
Miles). September 8. — In Convention — Dined at Springsbury with the Club 
— and spent the evening at my lodgings. September 9. — Dined at M r Morris's 
after making a visit to M r Gardoqui (Minister from Spain) [Don Diego de 
Gardoqui] who as he says came from New York on a visit to me. September 
10. — In Convention — Dined at M r Morris's & drank Tea there. September 11. 
— In Convention — Dined at home in a large Company with M r Gardoqui — 
drank Tea — and spent the evening there. September 12. — In Convention — 
Dined at the President's and drank Tea at M r Pines." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. 

At Philadelphia: "September 13. — Attended Convention, 
Dined at the Vice Presidents Cha" Biddies 1 — Drank Tea at 
M r Powells." — Washington's Diary. 

"When he [Washington] was in the Convention I dined several times in 
company with him, and had the honor of his company to dine with me. 

1 Charles Biddle was Vice-President of Pennsylvania from October 10, 
1785, to October 9, 1787. 
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When he was elected President of the United States, he lived during the 
whole of the time he was in Philadelphia nearly opposite to me. At that 
time I saw him almost daily. I frequently attended his levees to introduce 
some friend or acquaintance and called sometimes with Governor Mifflin. 
The General always behaved politely to the Governor, but it appeared to me 
that he had not forgotten the Governor's opposition to him during the Rev- 
olutionary war. He was a most elegant figure of a man, with so much 
dignity of manner, that no person whatever could take any improper liber- 
ties with him. I have heard M r Robert Morris, who was as intimate with 
him as any man in America, say that he was the only man in whose pres- 
ence he felt any awe. You would seldom see a frown or a smile on his 
countenance, his air was serious and reflecting, yet I have seen him in the 
theatre laugh heartily." — Autobiography of Charles Biddle, p. 284. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 

At Philadelphia : " September 14. — Attended Convention 
— Dined at the City Tavern, at an entertainm' given on 
my ace* by the City light Horse. — Spent the evening at M r 
Meridiths." — Washington's Diary. 

The " City light Horse," now known as the "First Troop Philadelphia 
City Cavalry," was organized November 17, 1774. Of this crack company 
it has been said, " That troop proved time and time again, as Lee's and 
Washington's Legion subsequently proved in the Carolinas, that there is 
room in society for the order of gentlemen, and that in time of stress it is 
well for the State to have a class to call on who will die as gayly as they 
dance, and will pour out their blood, as they were wont to do their fortunes, 
for faith and honor, for sentiment and ideals." 1 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 

At Philadelphia : " September 15. — Concluded the business 
of Convention all to signing the proceedings ; to effect which 
the House sat till 6 oclock ; and adjourned till Monday that 
the Constitution which it was proposed to offer to the People 
might be engrossed — and a number of printed copies struck 
off- — Dined at M r Morris's & spent the evening there. 

" M r Gardoqui set off for his return to New York this 
forenoon." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 16. — Wrote many letters in the forenoon — Dined with M r & 
M" Morris at the Hills & returned to town in the Even«." — Washington's 
Diary. 

1 Bradley T. Johnson, " Life of General Washington," p. 159. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17. 

At Philadelphia: "September 17. — Met in Convention 
when the Constitution received the unanimous assent of 11 
States l and Col Hamilton's from New York (the only dele- 
gate from thence in Convention) and was subscribed to by 
every Member present except Gov' Randolph and Col Mason 
from Virginia — & M r Gerry from Massachusetts. 

" The business being thus closed, the Members adjourned 
to the City Tavern, dined together and took a cordial leave 
of each other — after which I returned to my lodgings — did 
some business with, and received the papers from the Secre- 
tary of the Convention, and retired to meditate on the mo- 
mentous w k which had been executed, after not less than 
five, for a large part of the time Six, and sometimes 7 hours 
sitting every day, Sundays & the ten days adjournment to 
give a Com 68 opportunity & time to arrange the business for 
more than four Months." — Washington's Diary. 

In transmitting to the President of Congress the full text of the pro- 
posed Constitution, Washington wrote, " In all our deliberations on this 
subject we kept steadily in our view, that which appears to us the greatest 
interest of every true American, the consolidation of our Union, in which 
is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps our national existence. 
This important consideration, seriously and deeply impressed on our minds, 
led each state in the Convention to be less rigid on points of inferior magnitude 
than might have been otherwise expected ; and thus the Constitution, which 
we now present, is the result of a spirit of amity, and of that mutual defer- 
ence and concession which the peculiarity of our political situation rendered 
indispensible. " 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18. 

Leaves Philadelphia: "September 18. — Finished what pri- 
vate business I had to do in the City this forenoon — took 
my leave of those families in w oh I had been most intimate 
dined early at M r Morris's with whom & M r Gouv r Morris I 
parted at Grays ferry — and reached Chester in Company 

1 When it appeared that the consent of eleven States was recorded in favor 
of the Constitution, Franklin, looking toward a sun which was blazoned on 
the President's chair, said of it to those near him, " In the vicissitudes of 
hope and fear I was not able to tell whether it was rising or setting ; now I 
know that it is the rising sun." 
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with M r [John] Blair who I invited to a seat in my Carriage 
'till we should reach Mount Vernon." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 19. — Prevented by Kain (much of which fell in the Night) 
from setting off till about 8 o'clock, when it ceased & promising to be fair 
we departed — baited at Wilmington — dined at Christiana and lodged at the 
head of Elk. — At the bridge near to which my horses (two of them) and 
Carriage had a very narrow escape, for the Kain which had fallen the pre- 
ceeding evening having swelled the water considerably there was no fording 
it safely I was reduced to the necessity therefore of remaining on the other 
side or of attempting to cross on an old, rotten & long disused bridge. — 
Being anxious to get on I preferred the latter and in the attempt one of my 
horses fell 15 feet at least the other very near following which (had it hap- 
pened) would have taken the Carriage with baggage along with him and 
destroyed the whole effectually — however by prompt assistance of some 
people at a Mill just by and great exertion, the first horse was disengaged 
from his harness, the 2* prevented from going quite through and drawn off 
and the Carriage rescued from hurt. September 20. — Sett off after an early 
breakfast — crossed the Susquehanna and dined in Havre de gras at the 
House of one Kogers — and lodged at Skirrets Tavern 12 Miles short of 
Baltimore. September 21. — Breakfasted in Baltimore — dined at the Widow 
Balls (formerly Spurriers) — and lodged at Major Snowdens who was not at 
home." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 22. — Breakfasted at 
Bladenshurgh and passing through George Town dined in 
Alexandria and reached home (with M r Blair) about sun set 
after an absence of four Months and 14 days." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " In the first moment after my return, 
I take the liberty of sending to you a copy of the consti- 
tution, which the federal convention has submitted to the 
people of these States. ... I wish the constitution which is 
offered, had been more perfect ; but I sincerely believe it is 
the best that could be obtained at this time." — Washington to 
Patrick Henry. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At Abingdon : " October 3. — "Went up with M w "Washing- 
ton to Abingdon — Dined at M r [William] Herberts in Alex- 
andria on our way." — Washington's Diary. 
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" October 4. — Dined at Abingdon and came home in the Afternon — bro' 
Fanny Washington with us." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 5. — In the Afternoon M r 
Alex r Donald came in. October 7. — After breakfast M r 
Donald went away." — Washington's Diary. 

" I staid two days with General Washington at Mount Vernon about six 
weeks ago. He is in perfect good health, and looks almost as well as he did 
twenty years ago. I never saw him so keen for anything in my life as he 
is for the adoption of the new scheme of government. As the eyes of all 
America are turned towards this truly great and good man for the first 
President, I took the liberty of sounding him upon it. He appears to be 
earnestly against going into public life again ; pleads in excuse for himself 
his love of retirement and his advanced age, but notwithstanding of these, 
I am fully of opinion he may be induced to appear once more on the public 
stage of life. I form my opinion from what passed between us in a very 
long and serious conversation, as well as from what I could gather from 
Mrs. Washington on the same subject." — Alexander Donald to Thomas 
Jefferson, November 12, 1787. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 6. — Towards evening M r & 
M™ [Samuel] Powell of Philadelphia came in." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" October 8. — Rid with M r Powell to my Plantations at Muddy hole, Dogue 
run Frenchs & the Ferry. October 9. — Rid with M r & M rs Powell to view 
the ruins of Belvoir. October 10. — M r & M re Powell going away after an 
early breakfast I rid to all the Plantations." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 11. — In the evening Gen. 
[Charles Cotesworth] Pinkney and his Lady came in on 
their return to South Carolina from the Federal Conven- 
tion." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 14. — A Severe frost this 
Morning, which killed Pease, Buckwheat, Pumpkins, Po- 
tatoe Vines &c turning them quite black." — Washington's 
Diary. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 22. 

At George Town, Maryland : " October 22. — Went up to 
a meeting of the Pot k Company at George Town — called at 
Muddy hole Plantation in my way — did the business which 
called the Com 7 together — dined at Shuters Tavern and 
returned as far as Abingdon at Night." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 23. — After a very early breakfast at Abingdon, I arrived at 
Muddy hole Plantation by 8 o'clock." — Washington' 1 a Diary. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 27. — Went to the Woods 
back of Muddy hole with the hounds — unkennelled 2 foxes 
and dragged others but caught none — the dogs running 
wildly and being under no command." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

At Pohick Church : " October 28.— Went to Pohick Church 
— M r Lear & Washington Custis in the Carriage with me." 
— Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 

At Alexandria : " November 1. — Rid by the way of Muddy 
hole where the people were taking up Turnips to transplant 
for Seed to Alexandria to attend a Meeting of the Directors 
of the Potomack Company — also the exhibition of the Boys 
of the Academy in this place. — Dined at Lehigh [? Leigh's] 
Tavern & lodged at Col Fitzgerald's after returning ab' 11 
o'clock at Night from the performance which was well exe- 
cuted." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 2. — After breakfast I returned home by way of Muddy hole, 
Dogue Run, Prenchs and the Ferry." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 4. — After the Candles were 
lighted M r & M™ Powell came in." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 5. — M 1 & M rs Powell remaining here I continued at home 
all day. November 6. — M r & M rs Powell crossing the River to M r Digges 
a little after sun rise I accompanied them that far & having my horse carried 
into the Neck Irid round that and all the other plantations." — Washington's 
Diary. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 

At Alexandria : " November 8. — Went up to Alexandria to 
meet the Directors of the Potomack Comp y — Dined at M r 
Leighs Tavern and ret d in the afternoon." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" November 15. — Went to Alexandria to an Election of a Senator, for the 
district of Fairfax & Prince William. . . . Gave my suffrage for M r Tho" 
West who with a M r Pope from the other County were Candidates and 
returned home to dinner through the midst of the Rain from an apprehen- 
sion that the weather was not likely to abate in the evening." — Washington's 
Diary. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 18. — To dinner came M r 
Potts his wife and Brother and M r Wilson from Alexandria 
— and soon after them Col Humphreys." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 19. — M r Bob' Morris, M r 
Gou r [Gouverneur] Morris & Doct 1 Ruston came in before 
Dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 21. — Mess™ Morris's & Doct r Ruston went away after Break- 
fast — with the first two I rid a few Miles — and then visited my plantations 
at Frenchs, Dogue Run & Muddy hole on my Return." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 29. — In Company with 
Col Humphreys Maj r Washington & M r Lear went a hunt- 
ing, found a fox about 11 o'clock near the Pincushion — run 
him hard for near 3 quarters of an hour & then lost him. 
M r Lund Washington who joined us, came & dined with us 
and returned afterwards." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 

At Mount Vernon : " I have seen no publication yet, that 
ought in my judgment to shake the proposed constitution in 
the mind of an impartial and candid public. In fine, I have 
hardly seen one, that is not addressed to the passions of the 
people, and obviously calculated to alarm their fears. Every 
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attempt to amend the constitution at this time is in my 
opinion idle and vain." — Washington to David Stuart. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 1. — Went with Col Hum- 
phreys, Maj r W. & M r Lear a fox hunting, found a fox ab' 9 
oclock & run him hard till near 10 and lost him." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" December 5. — "Went out, in Company with Col Humphreys, with the 
hounds after we had breakfasted — took the drag of a Pox on the side of 
Hunting Creek near the Cedar gut — carried it through Muddy hole Planta- 
tion into the Woods back of it — and lost it near the Main Road. December 
8. — "Went a hunting after breakfast ; about Noon found a fox between 
Muddy hole & Pincushion, which the Dogs run for some time in Wood 
thro which there was no following them so whether they caught, or lost it 
is uncertain." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 15. — A little after Sun rise, 
in company with the Gentlemen who came yesterday [Messrs. 
Eumney, Manshur, and Porter] — Col Humphreys, Maj r 
"Washington & M r Lear, went a hunting ; but did not get a fox 
on foot nor is it certain we ever touched on the trail of one. — 
The Gentlem" 1 and Lund Washington (who joined us) came 
home to dinner & returned home afterwards." — Washington's 
Diary. 

"December 22. — After our usual breakfasting Col" Humphreys, Maj r 
Washington & myself with M r Lear went out with the hounds — dragged 
up the Creek to the Gum Spring and then the Woods between Muddy hole, 
Dogue Run & Col Masons Quarters without touching on the trail of a fox. 
— I visited the Plantations (in going out & coming home) except the Neck. 
December 26. — Col Humphreys, the Gentlemen of the family & myself went 
out with the hounds but found nothing, tho much ground was gone over. 
December 28. — Went out with the hounds to day — took the drag of a fox 
within my Muddy hole Inclosures, and found him in Stiths field (lately 
Herberts) run him hard about half an hour — came to a cold drag & then 
lost him." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 29. — Rid (the hollidays 
being end) to the Plantations at the Ferry, Prenchs, Dogue 
Eun, and Muddy hole." — Washington's Diary. 

(To be continued.) 



